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Our centres  

Tuesday  
12.30-17.00 

Copleston Centre  

Copleston Road  

Peckham  

SE15 4AN 

020 7732 0505  

Wednesday  
11.00-17.00 
Peckham  

Park Road  

Baptist Church  

121 Peckham  

Park Road  

Peckham  

SE15 6SX 

020 7732 0505  

Thursday 
12.30-17.00 

Crossway Centre  

100 New Kent Road  

Elephant and Castle  

SE1 6TU 

020 7740 6399  

Southwark Day Centre for Asylum Seekers  
Main Office  

Coordinator: Pauline Nandoo  
Administrator: Judith Favour Ahikire  

c/o Copleston Centre, Copleston Road  
London, SE15 4AN  
Tel: 020 7732 0505  

Email: office@sdcas.org.uk  
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Chairüs report 
Sitting down to write a piece for the 
Annual Report is always a good way to 
focus on the main events that shaped 
our last year. And the year 2013 to 2014 
has included a number of different 
aspects.  

Funding:  It was heartening at the beginning of the year to know 

that funding from the London Borough of Southwark, both the 
Community Capacity Programme and Childrenüs Services was to 
remain at virtually the same level as the previous year. This was very 
helpful to us in being able to lever in further funding from charitable 
trusts, particularly at a time when more demands were being put 
upon them. The last year has also shown considerable support from 
Southwark Diocese and this has been much appreciated.  

Awareness raising: We are very aware of the effect of the media 
on the public awareness of the issues that impinge regularly on 
asylum seekers: the fact of living in a limbo like existence over 
several years, the feelings of isolation and facing an uncertain 
future. Our aims have to be to enable people to cope with these 
facts of life to give them the tools they need to remain as strong as 
possible. This is why the gardening sessions, eating together, the 
creative things that Horniman workers bring to us, the story telling 
sessions, childrenüs activities, English classes are so important as well 
as the specific therapy and advice sessions. The fact that other 
agencies have had funding reduced and are less available only 
increases the kind of issues that clients bring.  
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Legislation: This can also have an influence on the way a client can 
work towards becoming a participatory citizen e.g., The Immigration 
Act 2014 will bring into force Landlord checks to ensure that 
tenantsü immigration status is checked by private landlords. This is 
likely to cause further barriers to finding somewhere to live.  

The world picture:  The plight for all people who live in areas of 

conflict or tension continues to become more complex and it is 
harder to see how it can be resolved. In the middle of it all are 
ordinary men, women and children who suffer as they try to make a 
life for themselves. Those who do find themselves to us often face 
enormous pressures, with no recourse to public funds and potential 
destruction.  

As an organization we are very grateful to the different agencies, 
organizations and faith groups who work with us. Copleston Church, 
Peckham Park Baptist Church and Crossways URC are the 
backbone of our work and are ûhomeü to so many of our clients. 
Many groups in Southwark and beyond are very generous with 
donations of food, toys, clothing and household goods that impact 
positively on peoples lives. We are very grateful for the donations 
and also for the contact this gives us with a wide variety of people, 
and our partnerships with agencies such as the Citizens Advice 
Bureau, NHS Refugee Health Inclusion Team, and Southwark Law 
Centre bring a professionalism to our advice giving that is very 
valuable. Thanks to our Patrons and Trustees who support us on a 
very regular basis. But it is the commitment of staff, volunteers and 
the resilience of clients that motivate us as an organization to 
continue to see signs of hope in often hopeless looking situations.  

Gillian Reeve, Chair  
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Coordinatorüs report 
It is wishful thinking to believe that the 
worldwide situation for asylum seekers should 
start to show signs of improvement -  as in 
Southwark we are addressing the needs of 
an estimated population of 13,000 to 16,000 
asylum seekers and refugees, and as refugee 
services diminish locally and nationally, the 
organisation is helping to fill a real gap in  
provision for this client group.  

In 2013, the number of asylum applications made to the UK 
increased from the previous year with more applications being 
made from Syria and Eritrea. Home Office records showed that last 
year:  

25,000 asylum applications were made in the UK  
35% received refugee status  
5% received temporary status  
60% refused, 25% whose appeal were successful  
Appeals were down by 30%.  

At SDCAS, over 5500 client interventions were carried out by our 
team and as immigration is no longer in scope of legal aid this 
increase is not surprising. Being a part of the local Immigration 
Advice Partnership has greatly helped to widen our understanding 
of issues by expanding our training and networking opportunities.  
And as one of the lead members of the Refugee Action for 
Southwark group with Southwark Refugee Communities Forum, 
supported by the Equalities & Human Rights Forum we help improve 
access to services  as equality issues for our clients still exist.  
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At SDCAS, the services we provide continue, except that our 
popular Dance Movement Psychotherapy sessions funded by 
Creative Therapies Project unexpectedly came to an end. We hope 
that funding for these sessions run by psychotherapist Claire Burrell 
will be forthcoming as Claireüs work has contributed greatly to the 
wellbeing of clients experiencing relaxation, stress and anxiety 
problems which we thank her for.    

Unlike previous years, so many staffing changes to report this year! 
We all give our thanks and appreciation to Day Centre Workers 
Grace and Martha for this reporting period. Grace left in 2013 to 
study but continues supporting us as a Trustee, and Martha our 
Centre worker/administrator left to travel but we were very pleased 
and fortunate to appoint one of our day centre volunteers, Peter 
Williams for the Centre Workerüs position, and Judith Favour Ahikire  
was appointed as our administrator -  both are doing a great job.   

And as food plays a significant role at the daycentres, we were 
delighted to appoint Annette Calvert as our main Cook working 
across all three centres to prepare hot nutritious lunches.  

Lastly, we hope for the very best and give thanks to Ayar Ata who 
left after 10 years as our 
Mental Health Development 
Worker to complete his PHD. 
Apart from being very 
dedicated to SDCAS he has 
always been encouraging in 
h i s  m e s s a g e  t o  t h e 
organisation which is to help 
people help themselves.  

Pauline Nandoo,  

Coordinator  
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Ayar Ata, Mental Health Development Worker 
with Bettina Dreier, Centre Worker  



 

 

Patronüs report 
SDCAS has a number of Patrons supporting our work. Here is one of 
them, Veronica Ward, introducing herself:  

"It is a privilege to be a patron of Southwark  Day 

Centre for Asylum Seekers . At a time when so 
many people in our communities are finding life so 
hard -  pay too low, costs of housing etc. it is more 
important than ever that we have such an 
organisation here in Southwark. The means of 
support, even if you do have your application for 

asylum granted, are almost nothing considering the huge barriers 
that have to be overcome to understand how you can make your 
way in this country and successfully support yourself and your family. 
It is clear from the stories of those who have been supported, that 
SDCAS has been essential in improving their lives. But it does not 
stop there. The stories of the great contribution that asylum seekers 
themselves have made both into the organisation and in the wider 
community are really inspiring.  

Please become a FRIEND. Currently there are 20 FRIENDS who 
support SDCAS financially on a monthly basis and we need 200 to 
provide basic income. Yes SDCAS is essential but there is always the 
struggle to raise more money as there is never quite enough to 
keep the organisation going and develop to be able to respond to 
changing situations. As we know, all public services are under huge 
pressure at the moment and the Council, which provides some 
funding for SDCAS is just about to go through another round of cuts.  
As a patron I am always aware of the huge amount of work put in 
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by Pauline and her colleagues including all the dedicated 
volunteers. This is work that has carried on year after year quietly 
and with dedication. Sadly the arrival of asylum seekers from many 
countries in the world does not slow down. Sometimes after many 
years, a troubled country settles and refugees can choose to go 
back but there are always new and serious conflicts which force 
people to leave their homes usually with nothing. It goes without 
saying that this country should be welcoming and supportive. 
SDCAS is playing that key role in ensuring that welcome and that 
support. Thank you to everyone at SDCAS.    

Veronica Ward, Patron  

SDCAS Patrons Meeting and 
Launch of our Friends Scheme 

Event (right)  
hosted by Simon Hughes MP, this 

event took place at Portcullis 
House, Westminster in March 

supported by clients, trustees, staff, 
volunteers, funders and partner 

agencies  
 

�7�K�H���6�'�&�$�6�¾�V���3�D�W�U�R�Q�V���D�U�H���� 

Riz Ahmed, Actor  
Cllr Anood Al -Samerai, London Borough of Southwark  
Rt Hon Harriet Harman, MP Camberwell and Peckham  
Rt Hon Simon Hughes, MP Bermondsey and Old Southwark  
Rt Rev Dr Michael Ipgrave, Bishop of Woolwich  
Jenny Jones, Member of the London Assembly  
Rt Rev Patrick Lynch, Assistant Bishop in South -East London  
Barbara Pattison, Chair, SE5 Forum  
Jean Sackur, former Chair, The Camberwell Society  
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